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FIRST CENTURY NEW TESTAMENT CHRISTIANITY

David P. Brown

What First Century A. D. Christians (as that term is
defined and used in the New Testament—Acts 11:25;
26:28; 1 Pet. 4:16:) possessed was a deep, abiding, fervent
love of God, involving every fiber of their being—their
bodies offered as living sacrifices for the Lord in all they
thought, said, and did (Mat. 22:37; Rom. 12:1, 2). They
loved their neighbors as themselves and knew that anyone
in need was their neighbor (Mat. 22:39). They loved their
brethren in God’s family, the church of Christ (Rom.
16:16), the kingdom of God (Col. 1:13), the body of Christ
(Col. 1:18), to which the Lord had added them when, as
penitent believers, they completed their obedience to the
gospel by being baptized into Christ for the remission of
their sins that had alienated them from God (Acts 2:38; 41,
42, 47; 10:48; 22:16; Rom. 6:3, 4; Gal. 3:26, 27; Col.
2:12; 1 Pet. 3:21; 1 John 3:23). Therefore, being
reconciled to God and justified in His sight (Rom. 5:1),
they were ready unto every good work—as the New
Testament defines and uses “good works” (Tit. 3:1). Thus,
their faith in the only Begotten Son of God, Jesus Christ,
was an obedient faith—mnot a faith professed with the
mouth and without works of obedience (Rom. 6:17, 18;
Heb. 5:9; Jam. 2:20-24). Their faith in God and Godly
things was not their personal opinion about spiritual
matters, but it was formed, sustained, and strengthened by
the Bible and especially the New Testament of Christ
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(Luke 8:11; Eph. 6:17; Heb. 4:17; Rom. 10:17, 2 Cor. 5:7;
Heb. 11:1, 6; Rom. 6:17, 18; Heb. 5:9).

They knew that the grace of God had supplied the
gospel of Christ to them for their salvation (Gal. 3:24-29;
Tit. 2:11, 12; Rom. 1:16). Therefore, the Lord’s church,
purchased with Christ’s own blood, was unified solely on
the authority of Jesus Christ (the church’s only head) as
revealed in the words of the New Testament of Christ
(Acts 20:28; Eph. 1:22; Col. 3:17; 1 Cor. 1:10; John 17:17
-23).

They proclaimed the gospel without addition,
subtraction, or alteration, and without apology, for they
knew God located His power to save mankind from their
sins in the gospel (Rom. 1:16). As Jesus said to the Jews
of His day, “Except ye believe that I am He, ye shall die
in your sins” (John 8:24; Luke 6:46; Also see John 14:6).
Thus, they took seriously the commission of Christ to go
everywhere preaching the word of Christ (Mark 16:15, 16;
2 Tim. 4:1-5; Heb. 4:12). Furthermore, they would not
compromise the truth of God’s word but contended at
every level of their society for the truth of Christ (Jude 3;
Gal. 1:6-11; 2 John 9-11). Thus, they chose to suffer
affliction, undergoing all manner of privation, sacrifice,
every kind of persecution (2 Tim. 3:12; 2 Cor. 11:23-28),
and horrible deaths rather than give up their obedient faith
in Christ. This is the case because they looked for the
resurrection from the dead at the end of the world when
Christ will return to judge all people in the light of His
word (John 12:48; 1 The. 1:10; 2 The. 1:7-10; 2 Cor.
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Guest Editorial ...

[The following piece is from the late founder and
editor of Contending for the Faith. It was written re-
garding the sad and terrible state of affairs in the church
at that time—the end of 1971, The departures from the
truth then (over half a century ago) laid the ground-
work for the wholesale apostasy that is a reality today
and has been for several years.

Sadly, another generation holds sway in the church
today. It is the generation that grew up and was led astray
by those about whom the late brother Rice wrote back
then. It is they who run or greatly influence the universi-
ties, preacher training schools (in particular who they
fellowship), other brotherhood projects, and a multiplici-
ty of churches today. Unless they have had some special
reason to learn of the matters about which brother Rice
wrote, brethren who are around 40 years old, give or take
several years, or younger, have little to no idea about
whom or what brother Rice was writing. Nevertheless,
those apostates of 1971 were the liberals (those who
teach doctrines that loose brethren from what God’s
Word binds on them) who laid the foundation for those
who followed them into the liberal trail they blazed that
brought them to where they are today. What brother Rice
was advocating continues to be the need of the church
today, regardless of how entrenched various errors have
become among many brethren who desire the Lord’s
church to be just another man-made denomination.

We urge our readers to visit cftfpaper.com and read
in the back issues of the paper about the efforts to warn
the then church of the errors that were growing in the
church over half a century ago that helped lead the
church into the sad state of rank apostasy it finds itself
today. —DPB, Editor]

1971 CLOSES LIKE IT BEGAN—
WITH THE BATTLE STILL
RAGING FOR THE MINDS

AND HEARTS OF THIS
BROTHERHOOD, AND ¢72?
Ira Y. Rice. Jr.

(1917-2001)

Dear Brethren:

Well do I recall, as a boy growing up in the church
that met at the corner of Tonhawa and Crawford Streets
back in the ‘20s and ‘30s in Norman, Oklahoma, the

(continued on page 4)
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5:10).

With the foregoing truths regarding the New
Testament church before us, we understand that those long
-ago brethren sought to keep their ranks pure in life and
doctrine and why they did. Thus, they practiced corrective
church discipline (1 Cor. 5; Gal. 5:19-21; 2 The. 3:6, 7,
Rom. 16:17, 18). They were greatly concerned about
knowing and living only as the Bible taught them to live.

We know the foregoing and more about our early
brethren because we can and have read our Bible. If we do
not know said matters, it is because we will not study it
and/or believe what the Bible teaches. Truly, we have the
same Bible, the same New Testament, the same gospel,
the same doctrine of Christ. Thus, what we need is the
same disposition of heart or attitude toward God, His
Christ, His Word, lost mankind, and His church as our
ancient brethren had. To do this we must, as the old gospel
hymns read, “Let Him Have His Way With thee” and
“Take The World But Give Me Jesus.”

We must repudiate and condemn all human

philosophies, world religions, including and especially
denominationalism, and whatever hinders our faithful
service to Christ in His blood bought church. Then,
without fear or favor, at all costs, uphold the truth, the
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, of our Lord. This is
the case because the Bible makes Christians only and the
only Christians, members of the church that Jesus built.
One can read about it and understand it when one honestly
reads one’s own New Testament (John 8:31, 32; 17:17; 2
Tim. 2:15; 3:16, 17; Luke 8:15). Thereby, when one
stands before the Lord in the last great day to give account
of one’s own life before Christ, one may do so
unashamed. Thus, such a person may hear Christ say,
“Well done, good and faithful servant” (Mat. 25:23). To
that end one must, with singleness of mind, tirelessly labor
(1 Cor. 15:58; Rev. 2:10; 2 Tim. 4:7) and, if necessary,
endure all manner of persecution for the cause of Christ,
for it is the only way that is right and cannot be wrong.

—25403 Lancewood Drive
Spring, TX 77373

A DOCTRINE THAT IMPLIES A FALSE DOCTRINE
IS ITSELF FALSE

David P. Brown

Any remarks purporting to explain the meaning and
application of a scripture, which explanations change the
meaning and/or application of the same, are false remarks.
For example, when a Baptist preacher (or anyone else for
that matter) teaches that one is saved at the point of faith
only and, therefore, baptism is not essential to salvation,
such teaching does not change what the inspired apostle
Peter wrote in 1 Peter 3:21. Verse 21 continues to teach
that “baptism doth also now save us.” No matter how
many denominational “scholars” or apostates in the church
teach that baptism does not save, Peter continues to say
“baptism doth also now save us.” All the explanations to
the contrary from a myriad of preachers and teachers do
not change what Peter wrote in 1 Peter 3:21 as well as all
other scriptures teaching the same.

Another example of remarks that purport to explain
the meaning and application of a scripture, but in reality
set aside what the Bible teaches, is what Paul wrote in 1
Corinthians 5:11. The apostle wrote that faithful brethren
are “not to keep company” or “to eat” with those from
whom the Lord’s church has scripturally withdrawn her
fellowship. To teach a doctrine that permits at least some
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brethren to “keep company” and “to eat” with those
brethren from whom the Lord’s church has scripturally
withdrawn its Christian fellowship is to teach a false
doctrine. No matter what sincere people in or out of the
church teach, or if the great majority of people teach and
believe it, if said teaching contradicts what Paul wrote in 1
Corinthians 5:11 and other scriptures concerning the same,
it is false doctrine. The apostle ordered,

But now I have written unto you not to keep
company, if any man that is called a brother be a
fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer,
or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with such an one
no not to eat(1 Cor. 5:11).

When it comes to obeying God, the problem with
many people is not that they fail to understand what
certain scriptures teach, but they are unwilling to make the
necessary sacrifices in their own lives to comply with
what is taught therein.

—25403 Lancewood Drive
Spring, TX 77373
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(“Editorial” ... continued from page 2)

wonderment that always came over me when I would read
Ephesians 6:12. It said, “For we wrestle not against flesh
and blood, but against principalities, against powers,
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against
spiritual wickedness in high places...”

Little did it occur to me—then—that the “high plac-
es,” here referred to, could apply to pulpits, elderships,
college presidencies and editorships right from among our
own churches of Christ. I was always applying that
“spiritual wickedness,” here spoken of, to others. And I
still think that in many cases it may correctly be so ap-
plied. However, more and more I’m seeing these days that
it also applies to “us.”

Ever so subtly—and sometimes not subtly at all—
evidence is reaching our attention that if the truth of the
gospel ever is to survive this generation, the time when
those who care among the churches of Christ must rise up
and take our stand is now. If the great “silent majority”
among us continues to remain silent just a little longer, by
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then the apostasy taking hold of us shall have so fastened
its grip that almost any further struggle on the part of truth
among “us” will be worse than useless.

It is absolutely amazing to me that many of those in
“high places”—including great numbers of elders as well
as preachers—appear to be taken in so easily by all these
strange goings on. It is almost as if they were just looking
for opportunities to apostatize. To say nothing of leading
away countless others into apostasy! According to their
line of reasoning, they can teach anything and do anything
they want to—right out in public—however, when any of
us try to correct them, they insist that this must be done in
private. It doesn’t make sense. If someone offends me per-
sonally, according to Matthew 18:15, I will go to him in
private and tell him his fault “between thee and him
alone.” But as long as these false teachers are leading the
disciples away in public, only public exposure has any
chance at all of alerting the brotherhood.

—Deceased
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