
J U D I I ~ ~  opens unaer /cloua 01 uncemw 
Event's future in doubt 

as organizing churches 
debate tone, funding 
By M V  WADDL€ 
&U&m Edllo 

The annual Jubilee conventloo 
here has become the blsgest evem 
in Church of C b W  clrcles natiom 
ally, but its future is in doubt 

 bout 15,000 people are e x m  
ted.to a m d  by the time it en69 
~aturday, but o r g d z m  have .ex- 
prseci worrles that it mlght be 
g e m n g t o o e X p e & v e a n d t b e  
consumiag for local churches to 
spew the tree, four-day event 

Jubilee has been d m  by erlt- 
i c h  in its nineyear me by-some 
Churches oi Christ who say b le, 
tival ahriasphere, music ind com 
venlion speakem are unbihlid or 

KEYNOTE 
SPEAKER 
)"Godknot 

mad at us." 
Max Lucado 
says, on 7 8 .  

too Uberal. 
A few local 

congregations 
have warned 
their membem 
to stay away. 

Yet support- 
em say Jubllee 
has helped re- 
j u v e n a t e  

Church of C h W  lile, injecting an 
upbeat gospel message untar- 
ni9hed by heWre judgmentakm. 

"We're celebrating the good 
thim God is doing among his p 
ple," sald Phllllp Morrison, a corn- 
dlaator for JubUee. 
"Some oppase what we do, say 

% It% not scriptural enough, but 
don't do anything .that's in v i e  

latlon with Scripture," he sdid 
The convention opened last 

night at the Nashville Arena with 
an ad- by popular minister 
and author Max Lucado. ~ b w t  
12,000 amded .  Lucado spsh at 
7:JO p m  today and tomorrow. 

No one arlll say oMcially. but 

organizers are uncertain about h 
blleetr future. None oi the lbur 
original sponsor churches - 
Woodmont Hills Church ol Chrisf 
Antioch Church of Chrisf Ma& 
Church of Christ and Donelm 
Church ol Christ - has &tepped 
forviard to plan one kxl year. 

The cast and promotion of Jubk 
lee has become a stlckhg point 
Normally, forthright organizers 

It co& in recent years. 
Jubilee has become popular 

with Baptlsb and other non- 
church of Christ m e m m  creat- 
ing a spirit of opeoness aDd inw 
muon that hadWonal Church Of 
Christ membeR frown oa 

JubUee finds iEelf in the middle 

of an ongoing argument between 
Churches of Christ about the W 
ture of the u l ~ ~ m l i v e  fel- 
lowship. Traditioonkjs say the fel- 
lowship should stick to an 
allegiance to the model of prim& 
live New Tesament Christian wor- 
ship. 

Progresdves say they want to 
keep the splM of the New Testa 
ment but not cling to mere badk 

tiom that nabe churchgoing M- 
evanl to the lives of umtemwrary 
believers 

A long lkt of dasfs and-lec- 
lures at Jubilee this week includes 
topics such as "Why Mcd Churcb 
es are Wrong about Divorce." 
' m e  Brady Wlach Doesn't Llve 
Herr." "PeRaull SpMlual Devek 
Opmeat" and " J a  the Life Giv- 
er.". 
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