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B Event’s future in doubt
as organizing churches
debate tone, funding

By RAY WADDLE
Religion Editor

The annual Jubilee convention
here has become the biggest event
in Church of Christ circles nation-
ally, but its future i8 in doubt.

About 15,000 people are expec-
ted -to attend by the time It ends
Saturday, but have ‘ex-
pressed worries that it might be
getting too expensive and time-
consurning for local churches to
sponsor the free, four-day event.

Jubilee has been dogged by crit-
jcism in its nine-year life by some
Churches of Christ who say its fes-
tival atmosphere, music and con-
vention speakers are unbiblical or
s {00 lberal.

A few local

KEYNOTE congregaticns

SPEAKER have warned

¢ “God Is not their members
mad at ys,” 10 S1ay away.

Max Lucado Yet support-

says, on 7B. ers say Jubilee

' has helped re-

juvenate
Church of Christ life, injecting an
upbeat gospel message untar-
nished by hellfire judgmentalisrm.

“We're celebrating the good
things God is doing among his peo-
ple,” said Phillip Morrison, a coor-
dinator for Jubllee.

“Some oppose what we do, say-
it's not scriptural enough, but
dont do anything that’s in vio-

lation with Scripture,” he said.

The convention opened last
night at the Nashville Arena with
an address by popular minister
and author Max Lucado. About
12,000 attended. Lucado speaks at
7:30 p.m. today and tomorrow.

No one will say officially, but
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organizers are uncertain about Ju-
bilee’s future. None of the four
original sponsor churches —
Woodmont Hills Church of Christ,
Antioch Church of Christ, Madison
Church of Christ and Donelson
Church of Christ — has stepped
forward to plan one néxt year.
The cost and promotion of Jubi-
lee has hecome a sticking point
Normally, forthright organizers
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dodged the question of cost, but
some estimates put it at substan-
tially more than the $150,000 that
It cost in recent years.

Jubilee has hecome popular
with Baptists and other non-
Church of Christ ‘members, creat-
ing a spirit of optnness and inno-
vation that traditional Church of
Christ members frown on

Jubllee finds itself in the middle

of an ongoing argument between
Churches of Christ about the fu-
ture of the ultraconservative fel)
lowship. Traditionalists say the fe)-
lowship should stick to an
allegiance to the model of primi
tive New Testament Christian wor-
ship.

Progressives say they want to
keep the spirit of the New Testa-
ment but not cling to mere tradi-
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tions that nmke churchgoing irrel-
evant to the lives of contemporary
believers.

A long list of classes and lec-
tures at Jubilee this week includes
topics such as “Why Most Church-
es are Wrong about Dlvorce,”
“The Brady Bunch Doesnt Llve
Here,” “Personal Spiritual Devei
opm:nt" and “Jesus the Life Giv-
er.”
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