[The above article by World Religion Editor Carolyn Jenkins first appeared in the July 22, 1995 edition of the Tulsa
World, of Tulsa, Oklahoma, and is reprinted here by special permission of the Tulsa World ]

FURTHER FRUITS

Of ‘Change Agent’
Syndrome

The central theme running
through Contending For The Faith
from its beginning more than a quar-
ter of a century ago is that we cannot
change the doctrine of the church
without changing the church. Once
we change the doctrine, we still can
call itthe church of Christ; but calling
it that will not make it so.

Those who have read and studied
the history of “change agentry,” as
recorded on these pages over the
past 25 years will have no difficulty
understanding the accompanying ar-
ticle by Carolyn Jenkins, Worid Re-
ligion Editor, as it originally appeared
in the Tulsa World, of Tulsa, Okla-
homa, under date of July 22, 1995.
Entitled, “Congregation Severs Ties
With Church of Christ,” Ms. Jenkins’
insightful report could hardly have
summed up any better the sad story
of Southern Hills’ departure from the
churches of Christ. Please note, in
her lead paragraph, that she tied the
whole thing to Southern Hills’ re-
nouncing “the Church of Christ doc-
trine.” Note further, in her second

paragraph, her reference to *many
mnraminant and afliiant Tiileane whna

Then, starting in the '70s, Con-

tending For The Faith called atten-
tion to the many, many doctrinal

departures being espoused espe-
cially through our supposed-to-be
Christian colleges. We showed how
academic accreditation had become

the primary source of infiltration by |

Liberalism and Modernism. How a
blind eye was turned to such false
teachers as George Howard and
John McRay who, even then, were
leading our lambs doctrinally astray
at David Lipscomb College—but

were kept on anyway for their doc-

tor's degrees!
We showed how somethin

churches with false doctrine by Jim
Bevis, Dudley Lynch, Wesley Rea-
gan, Charles Shelton, Don Finto
and others. By now, of course, most
(if not all) of these have left the
churches of Christ entirely, but be-
cause so many followed their Pied
Piping so long, it was not before they

had done incalculable doctrinal dam-

age to those that were left. Bevis and
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) t property and
that it could bly be sold for
ug “to $3 million. Should the
church disband, its bylaws and

~corporate charter require that

the property or the proceeds from
its sale go to some charitable or-
ganization approved by state

orkman said most of the re-



he same capacities,
They have just
” he said.

er
‘transpire in the life of a churc

then threatening our Lord’s body.
However, when such editors as
Reuel Lemmons (Firm Foundation),
James L. Lovell (Action), and sev-
eral others wavered in their loyalty to
gospel truth, their influence was on
the side of error.

For example, Lemmons ignored
all their false teaching, editorializing
that “Campus Evangelism” was
just "Penetrating the Campus;” that
Don Finto—based on the numbers
following his lead—"must be doing
something right” and defending
Chuck Lucas and his “Cross-
roadism” at every doctrinal turn of
the road. No matter how much error
was taught, Lovell, likewise, refused
to see it, endorsing the wrong and
condemning the right. This was bad
enough—but when elders and prea-
chers, too, were taken in by such
wrong representations, they made it
hard indeed for the truth to survive
among the churches of Christ.

FALSE WORKSHOPS AND
JUBILEES
Aiding and abetting all this error—

brotherhood-wide—were such false-
A .
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is similar to a caterpillar becom-

ly, so-called “Soul-Winning - Work-
shops” such as the one by Marvin
Phillips (“Tulsa Workshop"); the
“Greater Northwest Evangelism
Workshop® sponsored by the Lake-
view Church of Christ, in Tacoma,
Washington; and the "Nashville Jubi-
lee,” sponsored by Steve Flatt (Mad-
ison), Rubel Shelly (Woodmont
Hills) and Walt Leaver (Antioch)}—all
of the Nashville, Tennessee area.

The principal thing that all of these
major events have had in common is
their insistence on featuring false-
teaching “"change agents® on their
programs—change agents such as
Marvin (“Don DeWelt Is My Broth-
er” and “l Expect To Meet Him in
Heaven”) Phillips, Rubel (“Not
One Whit”) Shelly, Max (“Calling
Denominational Preachers ‘Rever-
end’ and ‘Father™) Lucado, Jeff
#Ienstrumental Music Makes No Dif-

rence) Walling, Randy (Quit the
Church of Christ, Started His Own
Church) Mayeux, Lynn (“Big Sick
Denomination”) Anderson, Calvin
{Enjoying Communion With The
Christian Church) Warpula, James
{Church in Transition) Woodroof,
Joe (When Rubel Catches Cold, He
Sneezes) Beam, Mike (“Porcu-
pines in November”) Cope and
countless others like-minded. Talk
about a doctrinal conglomeration!

HIGHLAND/MEMPHIS' NATIONAL
CAMPUS MINISTRIES SEMINAR
Following closely behind the
“Workshops” and “Jubilees” drawing
the disciples away from the one true
church into their own perverse things

““are the so-called National Campus

Ministries Seminars, the latest of
which was the 39th Annual National
Campus Ministries Seminar spon-
sored July 31-August 3, 1995, by the
Highland Street Church of Christ,
of 443 South Highland, in Memphis,
Tennessee. oo .
The sad fact is that, over the past
four decades, the so-calied “Campus
Ministries” have been a principal “hot
bed" of false teaching—orotherhood-
wide. It has gotten so bad, in fact, that
to employ a so-called “Youth Minis-
ter,” trained by them, is almost cer-
tainly to lose most of our youth from
the churches of Christ—and those
who are left are so weakened and
corrupted doctrinally as to be of little
or no value to the one true faith.
Among the known teachers of er-
ror who were featured at Highland/
Memphis re: the above-mentioned
seminar were Joe Beam, Stanley
Shipp, Jeff Walling, Gayle Napier,
Jerry Jones and Milton Jones.
Beam teaches that there are saved
Christians in the denominations;
Shipp that Holy Spirit miracles con-
tinue; Walling that instrumental mu-
sic accompaniment in church wor-
ship makes no difference to him and
you don’t have to belong to the same
church as your parents; Napier that
sound doctrine among the churches
of Christ fosters incest; Jery Jones
(though he renounced his former
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