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We the writers of this letter, are graduates of Abilene Chris-
tian College (now ACU). Although not everything was perfect
when we were students (1943-1947) we did immensely enjoy
our studying there and we are deeply grateful for that privilege.
We sincerely appreciated and respected the professors of Bible
under whom we studied.

But, alas, in our judgement, ACC is not really ACU, and
ACU is not really ACC. In our judgement, the Board of Trustees
— by its choices of Presidents and faculty — has allowed the
school to drift into “liberalism.” As a result, the school no longer
teaches many of the crucial truths of the Bible, and does allow
many matters to be taught which are not in harmony with Bible
teaching, and which are in complete contradiction to the charted
purposes of the school.

This open letter is an effort to lovingly call ACU back to the
faithfulness which was basically characteristic of it during the
years we were there. We will explain why we feel moved to
write this letter. :

At the close of Steve Flait's lecture on “Leadership” during
the 1992 ACU Lectureship. Dr. Royce Money, President of
ACU, said: “I want to encourage you toward unity in the body
of Christ. The last and longest prayer of Jesus before he went to
the cross haunts me. Surely the unity cannot come out of unifor-
mity. We have tried that. It will have to come out of diversity,
and out of other virtues.”

It is clear that Dr. Money has here contended that the unity
which the Bible demands cannot come as a result of people's
leaming and obeying what the Bible plainly teaches in regard to
(1) obligatory matters (which the Bible demands that people do,
Revelation 2:10, et. al.); and (2) forbidden matters (what the
Bible demands that people not do, cf., Galatians 5:15-21).

The Bible teaches that, to be saved, the alien sinner must (that
is, it is absolutely necessary, it is obligatory) both leam and obey
the gospel of Christ. To be saved, people must be in conformity
to what the Bible teaches.

We must not demand of God's people that they, of necessity,
must be unified on the details of optional matters. However,

Christians must uphold Biblical truth. Christians must demand
of themselves that they face the truth that unity is demanded by
God in obligatory matters (including forbidden matters).
However, it seems clear that Dr. Money and at least some of
his faculty in the Colege of Biblical Studies hold that the only
“unity” which God demands of anyone is what ACU refers to as
“unity-in-diversity.” And what, may we kindly ask, does “‘unity-
in-diversity” in religion mean? To put it succinctly, by “unity-
in-diversity” in religion, Dr. Money (and at least some members
of his Bible faculty) means that the people who are involved
must agree 10 disagree! They hold that this view is relative not
only to optional matters but also to both obligatory and forbid-
den matters. (Note: we recognize that forbidden matters rightly
come, in a negative way, within the scope of obligatory matters).
Given Dr. Money's view of Christianity, the logical antago-
nism between the elements of the following sets of two positions
is of no importance whatsoever. Given Dr. Money's view (and
that of at least some of his Bible faculty) insofar as salvation
from sin is concemed, it makes absolutely no difference
whether:
(1) One does believe in God or does not believe in God (but see
Hebrews 11:6);
(2) One does believe in Jesus Christ or does not believe in Jesus
Christ (but see John 8:24);
(3) One does repent of his sins or does not repent of his sins (but
see Acts 17:30-31); ‘
(4) One does confess his faith in Christ or does not confess his
faith-in Christ (but see John 12:42);
(5) One does be baptized or does not be baptized (but see Mark
16:15, 16, Acts 2:38, Acts 22:16);
(6) One does live faithfully to Christ and His will or does not
live faithfully to Christ and His will (but see Revelation 2:10). -
The “law of excluded middle” states that “Every precisely
stated proposition is either true or false” Dr. Money and at least
some of his faculty seem not to understand this vital truth. Re-
ject it, and one is faced with affirming both (1) that God exists,
and (2) that God does. not exist. But to hold such a view is to
reject the plain teaching of the Bible.
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We cry out to our brethren at ACU to become deeply in-
volved in training their students to accept the truth which is
taught in the Bible and 1o reject every doctrine which is contra-
dictory to plain Bible teaching. 1s this too much to ask?

When students aré taught (in a setting which they conceive to
be truly Christian) a number of doctrines which are the tenets of
liberalism, then it is likely that at least many of these students
will go back to their homes and will strive to tum local congre-
gations into centers of liberalism (one basic tenet of which is the
acceptance of the “unity-in-diversity doctrine™ already accepted
by Dr. Money and at least some of his faculty in the Bible
department.

Even a casual look over our brotherhood today warrants the
conclusion that a number of **our Christian Colleges” definitely
are a part of the problem, rather than their being part of the
solution, as related to the matters which young people face
today.

We pray for Dr. Money, to the end that he and his Bible
faculty may come to see the very, very serious error which is
involved in his stance. With Christian love, we emphasize that
we are indeed friends of both Dr. Money and ACU. It is also
with love that we tell him there is a “groundswell” among a
great many of his fellow Christians against (1) his advocacy of
the “unity-in-diversity” doctrine (even in obligatory and forbid-
den matters) and (2) his rejection of the Bible doctrine of Chris-
tian unity. .

If Dr. Money is right (that “unity-in-diversity” is the way to
£0), then Jesus was wrong! (Cf., Matthew 7:13, 14; et. al.)

May every Christian think carefully and prayerfully about this
matter. The etemal destiny of souls is at stake.

Nothing would please us more than to see Dr. Money and his
staff shift from his stance on “unity-in-diversity” to the unity
which the Bible upholds.

Sincerely,
Roy Deaver
Thomas B. Warren

Reprinted by permission from Roy Deaver, & Thomas B.Warren. Paid for by Concerned Christians at Edstside Church of Christ, 805 N. Judge Ely Blvd, 915-676-1615.

reetings brother, _

A transcribed copy of your February 21, 1993, speech at
ACU has come to hand, and I must respond. The content of this
public presentation requires a public response. I will be as can-
did and forthright as you were. It is painful to be at odds with a
brother, but it is necessary when he becomes dangerous to the
cause of Christ. You proposed several “things we must do in the
church to avoid disaster and to promote growth.” Both are noble
goals, but what qualifies you to make such proposals" Have you
ever planted and grown a thriving church"? I am not referring to
the “swelling™ characteristic of many urban churches, There
“hip holy-men” compete for “floating” members that land wher-
ever the newest “felt needs” ministry is announced. Academi-
cians habitually pontificate about things they know nothing of.
‘What do you know of such matters? Frankly, sir, your proposals
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him about like a cool breeze enabling him to “transcent the
hermeneutic circle” so that he can “by faith” testify that we have
encountered and have experienced the Divine, ‘the transcenden-
tal signified.’”* This professor is also your employee and your
responsibility. He could not continue his relentless pursuit of a
mystical agenda without your approval.

Dr. Andre Resner produced a vulgar article in Wineskins rele-
gating the virgin birth of Jesus to a dream Joseph convinced
himself to accept despite all reason. According to Dr. Resner,
Jesus came from a long line of harots. If that article does not
constitute blasphemy, what does? You have assired us that ev-
eryone on the faculty believes in the virgin birth, and Dr. Resner
has recently asserted his acceptance of the doctrine. If this is
true, why was the article published? Words do have meanings,
and that article relegates the virgin birth to the world of fantasy.

Bible professors, elders, and preachers, you are encountering
stiff opposition. If you continue to lead the university on a diver-
gent course, it portends devastating consequences for the church,
Those who love the Lord, his bride, ACU, and you cannot allow
these egregious transgressions to pass unchallenged.

The glare of public scrutiny focused on ACU only after you
allowed the staff 10 begin publishing wildly aberrant views. The
calloused disregard for the sensibilities of others, the conde-
scending arrogance, and the vulgarity characteristic of these ac-
tions naturally elicited intense opposition. Not even university
officials are above sanction.

You seem to believe it is improper to challenge openly state-
menis issuing from anyone associated with ACU. In bemoaning
the ability of opponents to publish their dissent, you seem not to
understand that anyone who publishes his views invites public
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are suspect until evidence of your competence is shown.

Any proposal you make to avoid disaster is too late; disaster
is upon you. To discover the source of the controversy switling
around ACU, look in the mirror. Because you are president of
the university, the buck stops at your desk.

Your speech is laced with assurances of dedication to what is
called an essential core of New Testament doctrines upon which
we all must stand. You affirm your acceptance of Jesus' deity;
you affirm your belief in the essential namre of a believer's
baptism to wash away sins and obtain the indwelling of the Holy
Spirit. We are told of your belief that our worship should consist
of “acappella singing and praying and weekly observing of com-
munion, worship led by Christian men in an orderly way.” You
express gratitude to those who ask you about their concems for
ACU and promise that you will be honest and always tell the
truth, .

That sounds wonderful, but your actions do not measure up to
your reassuring words. The paper trail left by your professors
shows that not everyone on campus shares your convictions.
Their taped speeches further establish the validity of this asser-
tion. Do you expect people to believe that these men will not
teach in the classroom what they push in their books and arti-
cles? Let me be specific with a few examples from the vast
multitude that could be cited,

The many false teachers prominently featured on campus pro-
grams is ultimately your responsibility. How could Rubel Shei-
1y, Mike Cope, Max Lucado, Jeff Walling, Lynn Anderson, and
a host of other advocates of error-appear on campus without
your approval?

The veritable flood of brazenly emoneous speeches, articles,
and books spewing forth from ACU professors resulted under
your administrative oversight. Carroll Osbum’s harangue con-
ceming the role of women in the Lord’s church was silly and
indefensible. His pronouncement that he, after long years of
study, could no longer say that current claims of “tongue speak-
ing” is not of God shows his lack of understanding. The
speeches in which he made such ridiculous assertions were de-
void of his much-vaunted academic acumen, exegetical exper-
tise, rhetorical eloquence, and intellectual power. He offered
nothing but unsubstantiated assertions.

It was shocking to see a “distinguished professor” of the New
Testament make baseless statements. However, your allowing it
to pass unchallenged was utterly appalling. How could you fail
publicly to disavow such statements?

In an infamous Wineskins article Dr. Doug Foster modified
the words of a Landmark Baptist and auributed them to David
Lipscomb. I have a hard time believing that a man with a doctor-
ate from Vanderbilt University could do that mistakenly. Fos-
ter's use of the material to bolster his aberrant notions is doubly
suspicious. If it were done purposefully, serious ethical ques-
tions arise. If Dr. Foster did it in ignorance or because of sloppi-
ness, equally serious questions arise concerning his competence.
As grave as his breech of literary protocols was, it pales before:
your failure to discipline him. He is your employee and your
responsibility, Dr. Money. When the academic community dis-
covers Dr. Foster's professional lapse, it will act without hesita-
tion. Real scholars do not manufacture and falsely assign quotes
to prove a point. Dr. Foster will become a pariah. As concemed
as I am for him, I am more concerned for the credibility of
ACU. Such misconduct must not go uncorrected, and it is your
responsibility to see to it. Further, you must insure that it never
happens again. .

Dr. Darryl Tippens' forays into mysticism are well-
documented and cannot be denied. He avers that the Spirit blows

The editor of the Firn Foundation sent copies of Resner's
article to approximately 100 men soliciting their reaction. They
were writers, educators, business-men, lawyers, elders, deacons,
and preachers. Without conferring they reached the same con-
clusion; the article denies the virgin birth of Jesus. If Dr. Resner
is incapable of clearly communicating an elemental component
of the faith, his competence to lead impressionable young people
is suspect. Failure to act forth-rightly and decisively will be an
inexcusable breech of your duty as president of the university.

Dr. Money, you apparently encouraged the appointment of a
Methodist preacher to be the editor of the school newspaper.
The article heralding his appointment lauds him as a “Bible-
Preachin,’ Bike-Ridin‘ Editor-in-Chief.” It tells of his chance
discovery of a lady's ring in a darkened movie theater being an
act of God. The new editor explained that he does not try to “‘get
real theological about it." Indeed! What in the name of common
sense were you thinking of when you allowed that appointment?
Can you expect people who take the Scriptures seriously to en-
trust you with their most precious asset (their children) when
such tomfoolery characterizes your administration?

Dr. Money, your portrayal of those who object to the direc-
tion you are taking the university as radical extremists was in-
fantile. The attempt to cast yourself and the men cited above as
standing in the “broad middle of our movement” is absurd. (Do
we have a movement, or does Christ have a church?) Those who
oppose you are overwhelmingly capable, serious, patient, and
deeply concemed for the health of ACU. They are even more
concemed for the future of the church if you persist in your
present course.

Your critics include many distinguished alumni of ACU.
Many of your own staff are not supportive of the direction you
are taking the university. Some members of the board of trustees
realize the extent of the departures occurring under your admin-
istration. They realize that people will not continue to make the
great sacrifices necessary to send students your way if these
departures are not reversed.

You called on the assembly to mark those causing divisions
“whose agenda is control and not building up the body of
Christ.” You said, “We must mark those who twist the truth and
who assign false motives, who gossip and slander and are driven
by ego and the need to control and dominate all under the guise
of sound doctrine.” Brother Money, that was like the pot calling
the kettle black! How do you know your opponents’ agenda is
control and not building up the body of Christ? How do you
know they are driven by ego? Is it possible that you are driven
by ego? Could you be bent on control and not building up
the ‘body of Christ? I am unable to say, being incapable of dis-
cerning your motives, but you appear 10 have no limitations

_-when judging the motives of others.

Before attempting to mark your opponents, there is something
you must understand. ACU is not coextensive with the church.
You have no business attempting to dictate to churches how to
deal with their members. If you had exercised administrative

. authority to do some marking at ACU, where you do possess

jurisdiction, this letter would not have been written.

The speech contained much talk about diversity being viewed
as a strength and not a weakness within set biblical parameters,
of course. It is true that many areas of diversity are irrelevant.
Social, ethnic, economic, regional, and educational diversity can
be a source of strength. You are not being criticized conceming
neutral matters. Brethren are concerned with departure from bib-
lical truth. They are disturbed because biblical parameters are
ignored. Precisely because in the past more than two-thirds of
our missionaries were trained at ACU along with many of our

critique. You are acquaiated with the concept of peer review. If
you brethren wish to avoid having your positions challenged, do
not publish them.

We were urged to “rediscover that in our allegiance to Christ,
the bride wears the name of the groom. ....The church does not
save, Christ saves.” Of course, Christ saves, but he only saves
his church. He purchased the church—not a school—with this
blood. Any effort to divorce Jesus from his bride is doomed. I
recall Dr. Philip Slate admonishing us that way at Harding Grad-
uate School of Religion. After reminding us of what Christ died
to purchase, he urged us to realize that the real action in God's
kingdom is in his church. There, he said, you deal with people
“from womb to tomb.” Dr. Slate observed that if all the schools
vanished, the church would march on undiminished. As a stu-
dent I thought his statements were odd, but over the years their
wisdom has become increasingly apparent.

Dr. Money, you made much ado about the need to view the
restoration of New Testament Christianity as a process rather
than an accomplishment. We were assured that if we viewed it
as a process, we would “have nothing to fear from an honest
search for truth even when you have to adjust a belief formerly
held.” That compels ‘acceptance from every lover of truth. How-
ever, you badly blundered the search for truth at ACU. Instead
of sharing newly discovered truths, your colleagues have dis-
torted well-established verities. In what appears an attempt to
accommodate feminists, denominationalists, mystics, and liber-
als, truth has been distorted and compromised.

Great discoveries in physics are rapidly expanding the fron-
tiers of human knowledge, but His has not required abandon-
ment of known truth. The multiplication tables are still valid,
and two plus two still equals four in the time/space continuum in
which we live. Dr. Money, no matter how long and intefise your
search is, mysticism, liberalism, and false ecumenism will al-
ways be contrary to God's expressed will.

You asserted that the public would be better served to get
information about ACU from the university rather than from
someone in the Firm Foundation or some other publication. As a
staff writer for the Finrm Foundation, I take exception to the
implication that anyone associated with the paper has ever mis-
represented ACU or any member of its staff. I challenge you to
prove the allegation. When you fail to do so, the public will see
that it is a lame attempt to avoid the glare of scrutiny.

Near the end of your speech you said, “How is the Bible
designed to be God's final word for man? We need to decide
that.” I sat stunned as I read it! Brother, if you are not absolutely
clear on a matter so basic, you should not be in the position you
now occupy. Jesus said, “If you love me, keep my command-
ments” (John 14:15). That is not hard to grasp. The confused
thinking I have observed in your recent graduates is becoming
increasingly understandable.

You averred that we should be fighting Satan and not each
other saying, "Surely the Lord grieves when we spend our time
biting and devouring one another while the world goes un-
saved,” What grieves the Lord is for people in an ideal position
to propagate his truth not to do so. It grieves the Lord 1o see
Christians in places of power acquiesce in the face of error. It
grieves the Lord for his people to grovel at the feet of pseudo-
intellectuals in a vain attempt to curry their favor, I implore you
to reverse your course. Honor the charter of ACU. Brother Mon-
¢y, you have a moral, academic, legal responsibility to do so.

Respectfully,
Lindell Mitchell

Reprinted by permission from Lindell Mitchell. Paid for by Concerned Christians at Eastside Church of Christ, 805 N. Judge Ely Blvd, 915-676-1615.
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By Lucille
Religion

he Shoals area “March for Jesus™ scheduled for
Saturday, June 25, has turned into the “Tennesses
Valley Areawide March for Jesus - A Day to Change

“Churches from southem Tennessee, northeast
and other parts of northwest Alabama
have already joined many Shoals churches in regis-
-l tering as participants,” spokeswoman Rhea Fulmer
The parade will start at 10 a.m. at Flowers Hall, on Fine

Street on the University of North Alabama campus, then pro-
ceed up Court Street to Tennesses Street and turn east to
m&mﬂmpmddwn Seminary to Wilson Park.

concert will take place at the
pﬂi.Fuhnuimumﬁll Will McFarlane, Joey
Holder, Greg Woodall, Jeffl Riley, John Tumer, Brenda Holman
ﬂMMﬂhmﬁmhmﬁnﬂﬂum

‘This will be the first time the Shoals area has participated

the global event, which annually invobves 25 million m
140 countries marching for Christ on the
hh!ﬂimﬂnﬂﬁﬁuﬂmm
and time zone, resuling in 24 hours of contimiots prajse and

Fulmer said that the of the march is two-lold: first,
o give praise tn Jesus and second, to bring the body of
Christ into unity, according to John 17.

“Ministers and planners of the local march say that walls
Mﬁmﬁuﬂn-ﬂmnmwmﬂ‘
Al a planining session eartier this month, Mayor Eddie Frost

)

-

¥ LR,
i , Lovelady, Jim
Melton, wavid

5 by : Doroh ane
Rt s - . Carl Gebhardt

welcomed about 20 ministers present on behalf of Florence, the

host city. The Main Street project of Florence i one of the spon-

sers of the march,

Ministérs involved in the march say they are expecting

mmwwwnm

Henry Melton, pastor, Faith Tabernacle, said, “The March

for Jesus is not & protest, It is a witness for Jesus Christ from the

community churches and from Christians, We just want to place

Jesus where he hﬁmmuﬁiumw

tunity for churches of all denominations and backgrounds to

mmmmwhmhlmﬂuﬁ
First Baptist Church bulletin carried this

message: “March for Jesus! '_..that you may show forth the
praises of him who has called you out of darkness into his mar-

velous light' - 1 Peter 2.9,

“Jesus is worthy of your praise..and he deserves
flh:lhthhjmhlﬂwhduyuwhm
different nations, church backgrounds and cultures

?Mhuhhﬂhnﬂhﬂmﬂm’ninm
Jesus is not  protest march, nor does it represent

mmqumw;rmﬁm}unm

and earth. March for Jesus praise processions are a
growing grassroots expression of living Christianity spreading

worldwide and a symbol of the chiirch on the move.”
A *March for film will be presented at Faith

Tabernacle, located en Florence Boulevard, on Sunday, May 29,

\'J'hnﬂqrw-a-ndnrd Elq:lﬂ.h'lm:leﬂukl‘mﬂ

Lutheran; Guy Estave, Forest Hills Baptist; Sid Fuliord, Sherrod
Avenue Church of Christ; Sammy Gilbreath, Highland Baptist;
mﬁlﬁhmh.]m hﬁcu:rm Christian
ames
denh:lhﬂﬂdahumiﬁmﬁdw bath of Faith
Robert Perry, First Church of the Nazarene; EM.
'Dﬂ:'ﬂ!ﬂ.ﬂi‘!tﬂwﬂ:m Mike

MNew Barth Mingstries, and Joe
Christ, all of Florence, Numerous
harve registered (o participate in the event.
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