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Singapore: veteran missionary analyzes growth factors

‘This month the Singapore Institute of Biblical Studies
begins operating in one of Southeast Asia's most pow-
erful city-states. The Institute is the dream of several
missionaries and national preachers who believe ed-
ucating the church is the key to keeping members grow-
ing and evangelistic.

The church of Christ was introduced to Si in

Hogan's spirit of op and his sy
to work and evnnge!lsm helped the church lmin the
problems and get back on track. During our interview,
Hogan stressed the important work of the Don Green
family in promoting evangelism in the1970s.
Even though Hogan's perspective of leadership re-
ized the value of the missi ies, he d the
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u-.xh The carliest oongreplnn grew and evuu:nnlly
Road. That | has
bemomuﬂmmspredofmmmumngd-
forts for the Singapore Christians as well as other as-
piring young preachers from Southeast Asia. The Four
Seas Bible College, founded in 1965 by Rice and con-
tinued by Gordon Hogan until 1985, also used the facil-
ities at Moulmein Road for its classes and programs.
Last fall Hogan served as Missionary in Residence at
Oklahoma Christian, a role he has also filled at Freed-
Hardeman and Harding. In December | had an op-
portunity to visit with Hogan about Singapore and the
history of the church in that mini-size Evan-

lowed the model which had reached the greatest number
of people. Now the Singapore Institute of Biblical
Studies is launching afresh a plan 1o train the church in
the Word and to equip Christians for ministry. Tony
Gross is directing the school, David Hogan — the son of
Gol'dun and Jane — serves as academic dean. The

lmpumoeofﬂlenmomliudmwhmmwmed
as teenagers in the 1960s and the 1970s and who have
grown and matured spiritually. He di d 10 men

itute continues a long tradition of commitment to
training for service and leadership.
work, Hogan also

In his reflecting on the Singapore
ioned the value of the Moulmein Road Church as a

who were the foundation for future church growth: most
were converted when they were young, most had been

growth

11 to 20 years, and most had been trained at

gelistic efforts have been extremely successful, and the
church has a really bright future because the mis-
sionaries have cultivated leadership among the nationals
50 that there is a solid core of leadership for the future.

Hogan's Singapore work began in August 1968 afier
he and his family had spent eight years in Pakistan. At
nlullmttmemﬂvewuuwwilhlm
membership of 150. The Hogans were the only mns-
sionary family. Today Si has 20
aﬂﬁehlmlnlﬁnwﬁmmhhnmmm
members. Mission families include Tony and Karen
Gross, Ken and Estelle Sinclair, David and Debbie
Hogan, Don and Ann Green, Ron Oluman, as well as
Jane and Gordon Hogan. These mission families assist
a dozen national preachers who have been converted
and nurtured during the past twenty-five years.

When asked about the factors which have contributed
1o the success of the work in Singapore, Hogan focused
on four important aspects of the church’s development.
First, he talked about the leadership of the church.
Although he was too modest 1o acknowledge the key
mleﬂmmwlmmﬁnwﬂ.mmwhﬂm
visited Singapore and all the preachers in Singapore are
qalckmnpoﬂlrmilogmfmbemasnpquum
terback for the Singapore work. The year his family ar-
rived, the church was being tom apan by intenal and
external struggles. The Four Seas Bible College was
about 1o close when he became the director in 1968; the
Moulmein Roach Church was down to four members.

Puu Seas Bible College.

The second factor Hogan discussed as vital to the

dnlrdl s;nwlh in Singapore is l.hemﬂ‘lciwcy modeof

hes have been ¢ d o

:eq:msib&llty for their finances as well as their survival
and growth. Only one national has had fi-
nancial support from the States, and he now is supported
by the local church. All the church plantings have sur-
vived and are actively continuing to work. Ten 1o 15
men are capable of preaching, and in small churches the
men take tums teaching and preaching.

‘The third element contributing to the growth of the
churches in Singapore is the mental state of the city it-
sell. Hogan describes the town “as wound up tight." A
strong work ethic prevails, and the nation has a healthy
view of education as the basis for personal and national
growth. Because Singapore is a city state, people are the
only resource. The government has promoted the idea
that people must be responsible for improving the city
by improving themselves. With human intelligence and
individual effort as the only natural resources Singapore
fosters a spirit of personal responsibility.

Training has been central to the work of the church.
The Four Seas Bible College, initially begun to train
preachers and church leaders, offered extension work
throughout the city. The leaders produced by these ef-
rmmmmmdmslmm&uwudm
in 1985 b of g external problems, but in

generative force. With a central locale on the fringe of
the commercial area and with adequate space, this
church has promoted growth. As the mother church for
all the plantings, this congregation has helped set the

tone and pace for B unity, and i 10
Biblical authority. The congregation has a core of lead-
ers who have the gospel in a

courageously promoted
secular, materialistic city. Those leaders have grown
and matured, and they have envisioned the growth
which is taking place. Hogan also described a powerful
thrust to evangelize throughout the 1970s and the 1980s.
That evangelistic spirit in a church setting which has not
viewed preachers or missionaries as having the re-
tporﬁbilkyfnrdmhpmuﬂmﬂ\emefor
sound, rapid growth.

Gmmlmlhgmhwaflwhmgmm
which includes military service, several years in man-
agement with Dunn and Bradstreet, church plantings in
Florida, a commitment to go to India if their elders
would be their sponsor, being diverted for an eight-year
stint of service in Pakistan, and 22 years in Singapore.
They are low-keyed people, but they are movers and
sllakus becanne they Iwc by faith and they accept every

y 10 be living
Im wﬂu Thydommmbedunﬁm
or p gain.

Thelr son David is following h'lll\tluups—he moved
10 Singapore when he was 14, graduated from Four Seas
Bible College, earned degrees from Harding University
and Harding Graduate School of Religion, and moved
back to Singapore with his wife, Debbie. The Hogans
have been instrumental in church growth and have pre-
pared leaders 10 take their place when they can no
longer serve,

‘The church in Singapore is growing because there is
a total commitment to Bibliul Inmm; and to helping
each Christian und ibility to

-mmmmmxtngmucrw With 20

1986 a city-wide “Training for Service” program fol-

in a city of nearly three million people, the
fields await the coming harvest. — BAILEY B. MCBRIDE

THE ABOVE ARTICLE is photo-reproduced from the January 1991 issue of The Christian Chronicle.




Faculty and Student Body
MEMPHIS SCHOOL OF PREACHING
Class of 1991
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