By Zeida Oliver
News staff writer

Fei Hui was told he could die if he
had an operation ‘for a brain mal-
function.

Doctors told him the surgery was

too dangerous and. the best thing for
him to do was leave it alone, which
still would mean dying.

“The doctors in Hong Kong, Tai-
wan-and China told him they didn’t
want to touch it,” said Simon Hui,
who translates for his brother who
does not speak English:

“They said he wouldn't come back
to Hong Kong with me if we left and
‘had the surgery somewhere else,”
Simon Hui said.

Simon Hui said Hui, 38, wanted to
have the surgery because he feared
not knowing if or when he would die.
He didn’t want to give up his life,
Simon Hui said.

Hui was told a Birmingham doc-
tor could help him, Simon Hui said.
So they got on a plane and came to
Alabama.

Hui got the help he needed at AMI
Brookwood Medical Center and will
be flying home on Tuesday a cured
man.

Dr. Swaid Swaid, chief of surgery
at AMI Brookwood, said a 10-hour
surgery has made it possible for Hui
to have a normal life. X-rays since
the July 2 operation show Hui is
cured, he said.

Swaid said the operation involved
removing a collection of blood ves-

, 1an on mend
‘with ‘miracle’ surgery

sels from Hui's brain ria: didn’t
need to be there. He saia v vessels,
which had very thin walls, were cut-
ting off circulation to other parts of
the brain. j
The vessels could have ruptured
at any time, causing Hui’s death.

“My diagnosis was th:t he was
born with- this problem,” Swaid said.
“Through the years, it worsened. His
life was in great danger.”

Swaid said conditions 3f Hui’s
type are rare. About 10 to 15 similar
surgeries are performed each year
in Alabama, he said.

‘“This condition is not common,”
Swaid said. “Most of th: ume, it
doesn’t become obvious uxtil adult-
hood.”

Without the operation, Swaid said,
Hui would die suddenly c¢r become
paralyzed. When he was admitted to
the hospital, Hui was having trouble
using the right side of his oody, he
said.

Simon Hui said his brather now
uses both sides of his body and has
been up moving around since the
operation. Hui was a bus driver
before his-condition worsened,

The:family also has been told of
the “miracle,” he said.

“We still don’t believe it,” Simon
Hui said. ‘“The doctors we saw
before coming here also said he
would have brain damage if the ves-
sels.were removed . . . he’s fine.”

Simon Hui said his brother says
that he is still nervous bui relieved
that he has longer ta live. Simon Hui
said Fei Hui keeps asking when they
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Simon Hui stands behind his brother Fei Hui.

ily ... there he can speak his lan-
guage — here everyone speaks Eng-
lish and he doesn’t.”

Hui’s son- and - daughter are wait-
ing for him to return home, he said.

are going home.

“He’s very happy but homesick,”
Simon Hui said. “He asks every day
when we’re going back to Hong
Kong. I think he just misses the fam-

operation—one of them being our own

WHEN THE FLESHLY BROTHER of brother
Simon, who was supposed to translate for my
Cantonese-English singing school in Hong
Kong, developed an aneurysm in his brain, no
Aslan doctor would touch the operation.
They tried in Hong Kong, Taiwan, mainland
China—everywhere in Asia—but could find
no one to do it.

Infact, only three known doctors in the U.S.
were qualified to perform this particular

_brother In Christ, Dr. Swald Swald in
- Birmingham, Alabama.

Since the operation was urgent, it was
decided that we should postpone the singing
school that | was supposed to teach in Hong
Kong to a later date so Simon might accom-
pany his brother to Birmingham re: his brain
surgery. Please read the story in the accom-
panying newspaper article as it appeared In
the Birmingham press.—lIra Y. Rice, Jr.
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