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FOR THOSE WHO LOVE THE TRUTH AND HATE ERROR

PERVERSION CONTINUES ON
A “CHRISTIAN” UNIVERSITY CAMPUS
Roelf L. Ruffner

I am a graduate of Abilene Christian University (ACU)
in Abilene, Texas, class of ’76, as are two other members of
my family. For almost thirty years, I have been concerned
about the spiritual direction of my alma mater. I have authored several articles for brotherhood publications concerning the slide of their “College of Biblical Studies” and the
university in general into apostasy and spiritual ruination.
I remember in the 1990s concerned alumni, including myself, wrote to members of the Board of Trustees trying to
persuade them to change course. We found a wall of denial
and unbelief with few replying to our letters. I remember one
brother agreed with me on the apostasy of ACU but felt powerless to do anything about it. He said, “ACU has become a
liberal school for kids from rich, liberal congregations.” He
was right! I can read what happened to the messengers righteous King Hezekiah of Judah sent to his Northern kingdom
cousins inviting them to restore the Law of Moses to their
lives. “So the runners passed from city to city through
the country of Ephraim and Manasseh, as far as Zebulun; but they laughed at them and mocked them” (2 Chr.
30:10- NKJV).
Recently, while surfing the web, I found the following
headline for an article on the website of The Optimist, the
student newspaper of ACU—“Support group Voice gains
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more momentum through chapels.” I have come to expect
anything from ACU (dances on campus, drinking off campus
tolerated) yet this was still upsetting. Since 2012 they have
allowed a homosexual support group to operate on campus
and in 2020 “Voice” was officially identified as a student organization. Looking on ACU’s website I found this mission
statement:
Voice is Abilene Chirstian University’s only LGBTQ+ support peer group on campus. Our goal is to support, educate,
and inspire people about the balance between sexuality and
spirituality through kindness, clarity, and respect. We are not
a political group nor do we take any political stances. What
we are is a place for people who are LGBTQ+, who support
the LGBTQ+ community, or who want to learn more about
what it means to be LGBTQ+ to come together in Christian
love, community, and conversation. (LGBTQ – lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, queer - RLR).

Why would a “Christian” school allow such an organization on campus which is clearly unscriptural?
Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the
kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor
sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor
revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God
(1 Cor. 6: 9-10).

From what I have read, the only sinners not allowed to
form a student organization so far are idolaters, thieves and
extortioners! But if the history of higher education repeats
itself at ACU, these will happen someday soon. Harvard
(Continued On Page 3)
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A NEW YEAR

A new year has begun, but there is nothing new regarding sin, how people come to sin, and especially the eternal
consequences of torment for those who leave this world
guilty of sin and disobedient to Christ (1 John 3:4; Jam.
4:17; 1 The. 1:6-9; Rev. 21:8; John 12:48). As long as time
continues, happily and thankfully, God’s hand of salvation
continues to be outstretched to those lost in sin (2 Pet. 3:9;
Heb. 5:9; Rom. 1:16; 6:3, 4, 17, 18; 1 Cor. 15:1-4; Mark
16:15, 16; Rev. 22:14; 17).
As the front page article of this issue proves, in 2022
the apostasy of the church continues. The schools of higher
education operated by those brethren who by their doctrines
loose people from what God in His Word binds on them
continue to eat the body of academia as a malignant tumor.
Thereby they continue to corrupt the church. Jeremiah’s advice to Judah and Judah’s response fits many in the Lord’s
church today.
Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see,
and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and
walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. But
they said, We will not walk therein (Jer. 6:16).
The following from Jeremiah gives the reason for Judah’s
sad spiritual state. It is also the case for those exposed by
brother Ruffner in the front page article of this issue of CFTF.
Because my people hath forgotten me, they have
burned incense to vanity, and they have caused them
to stumble in their ways from the ancient paths, to
walk in paths, in a way not cast up (Jer. 8:15).

In this issue of CFTF, there is also an article by the
late Thomas B. Warren. It is titled, “Jesus, the Master
Teacher of the Ages.” One of the points bro. Warren
makes concerning Jesus’ teaching is this, “No man can

do justice to the concept of God if he tends to obliterate the
necessary connection between the Godhead and the truth.”
Until brethren desire to know the truth about truth and know
that they can know it, there will be nothing that can be done
to stop this present apostasy.
The apostle Peter wrote, “Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things,
though ye know them, and be established in the present
truth” (2 Pet. 1:12). Sadly, for many years many brethren
have neglected what Peter did not. Moreover, fewer people
love the truth. Thus, they do not hunger and thirst after righteousness as once they did (2 The. 2:10; Mat. 5:11, 12; Psa.
119:172; John 8:31, 32; 17:17). Until brethren once again
love the truth they will continue down the broad path that
leads to eternal ruin (Mat. 7:13-15).
—David P. Brown, Editor
Contending for the Faith—January/2022
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University started out as a religious school in 1636 to train
Congregationalist ministers. Now it would allow all these
sinners on their campus and embrace them.
“Voice” also has a chapel service on campus every
Wednesday. Eighty to one hundred students consistently attend. The female chaplain of the group said, “I believe a lot
more people are coming to Voice’s chapels and events because they realize the need for this organization on campus
and people are starting to realize that this community needs
to be loved and supported in the same way that Jesus loves.”
Yes, Jesus spoke with all sorts of sinners during His ministry
because He wanted them to repent, not to support them in
their sin. Jesus came “to seek and to save that which was

lost” (Luke 19:10). “For I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance” (Mat. 19:13).
I wonder if Jesus would be accepted as a speaker at any
of the chapels at ACU. The touchstone of religious liberalism today is “acceptance.” Unfortunately, that often means
toleration, if not acceptance, of the sins of the sinner. But Jesus never tolerated sin. For example, after Jesus stopped the
unlawful stoning of an accused adulteress in Jerusalem He
said to her, “Woman, where are those accusers of yours?
Has no one condemned you?” She said, “No one, Lord.”
And Jesus said to her, “Neither do I condemn you; go
and sin no more” (John 8:10-11). But for many today at

ACU, Jesus would be considered “unloving” because
(Continued On Page 4)

ACU FEMALE CHAPLAIN DECLARES:
“I believe a lot more people are coming to Voice’s chapels and events because they realize the need for this organization on campus and people are starting to realize that
this community needs to be loved and supported in the same way that Jesus loves.”

VOICE’S CHAPELS AND EVENTS—SUPPORTING ACU’S SODOMITES
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He said to that woman, “go and sin no more.”

Today millions of young people take part in the
acceptance culture of our society. They do not see the
spiritual rottenness of a sinful lifestyle, not just the homosexual one. Others are confused about what is sinful and what is not. But the Bible is not confused.
For this you know, that no fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, has any
inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. Let
no one deceive you with empty words, for because of
these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons
of disobedience. Therefore do not be partakers with
them… And have no fellowship with the unfruitful
works of darkness, but rather expose them. For it
is shameful even to speak of those things which are
done by them in secret (Eph. 5:5-7,11-12).

Who is responsible for allowing this mess on the
campus of a school that WAS once affiliated with the
churches of Christ? Where were the staff of the socalled “College of Biblical Studies” when this departure from the Bible first started? Many Bible faculty
claim that they are preachers of the Gospel. Where
are the big donors who stuff the coffers of ACU’s endowment fund? Where are the parents of the students?
Hopefully some were irate about this. If so, were they
upset enough to withdraw their child from this environment. Yet ACU’s enrollment continues to rise. Where
were the Board of Trustees when this first came up?
Did any resign in protest? From experience, I doubt it.

What about President Schubert, the Chancellor Money, the various Deans, and the other administrators who
brag about the “Christian” environment they foster on

campus. This whole ship is rotten from stem to stern. “The
prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests rule by their
own power; and My people love to have it so. But what
will you do in the end?” (Jer. 5:31).
The effortless way to react to the continued apostasy of
ACU is to shake one’s head in disgust and move on. Others might say, “Just pray about it.” This we should do. Yet
we should also act. Warn others not to send their children
and grandchildren to this institution. (They should not spend
$52,000 on tuition a year on this apostate environment.) In
a secular educational environment, you might expect this,
but not at an institution which has “Christian” as its middle
name. Rather, let us call the brethren at ACU what they are
—hypocrites!
Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are
like whitewashed tombs which indeed appear beautiful
outwardly, but inside are full of dead men’s bones and all
uncleanness. Even so you also outwardly appear righteous
to men, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness (Mat. 23:27-28).
End Notes
https://acuoptimist.com/2021/11/support-group-voice-gains-morementum-through-chapels/ as of January 8, 2022

mo-

https://www.acu.edu/student-life/beyond-the-classroom/ as of January 8,
2022
—2500 Moore Court
Columbia, TN 38401

JESUS, THE MASTER TEACHER OF THE AGES
Thomas B. Warren
The subject before me entails far more than that with
which any man could ever fully deal. However, I do hope to
deal with enough of the material involved to make it worth
our time to be engaged in this study.
I propose to prove that Jesus is the Master Teacher of
the ages. I plan to do this (1) by dealing with His person
(who He was/is), (2) by considering some things which He
did, and (3) by concentrating on His attitude toward and His
handling of the truth (God’s sacred word).
JESUS IS THE MASTER TEACHER OF
THE AGES BECAUSE OF WHY HE IS
The Bible teaches, “In the beginning was the word,
and the word was with God, and the word was God”
4

(John 1:1). The Word eternally existed. The Word was eternally deity (God). There was never a time when He was not
God (a member of the Godhead).
But He became flesh (by being begotten and born in a
way which was contrary to the laws of nature). “And the
word became flesh . . .” (John 1:14; Mat. 1:18-2:1). He became what He was not before. Thus, He was God-man.
Paul put it this way: “For there is one God, one mediator between God and men, himself man, Christ Jesus”
(1 Tim. 2:5). He grew up as an unknown person (in obscurity), He grew up in relative poverty, He did not attend noted
schools. His family was comprised of relatively obscure and
unknown people. Yet, even as a baby He came to the seriContending for the Faith—January/2022

ous attention of a political leader. While yet a boy of twelve
years of age, by His understanding and His incisive way of
questioning, He startled the learned doctors of the law in
the synagogue. When He became a man, He fed a multitude
of hungry people by miraculously multiplying just a bit of
food. Even though He was untrained in medicine, He healed
multitudes of people. Not only did He not attend prestigious
schools and did not study writing (to any advanced stage),
He was vital to the production of the greatest book which
has ever been written. Never has there been a university faculty—no matter how respected it might be—which could defeat Him in public controversy. He put all of His challengers
to rout.
He could not be killed until He was ready to submit to
the aims of human leaders to crucify Him. He was not merely a man; He was (and is) God. He was not merely a teacher;
He was the greatest teacher who ever lived. He died (“tasted
of death”) for every man (Heb. 5:8-9). Yet, He arose from
the dead on the third day after His death.
He is the one through whom God made the world (Heb.
1:1-2). The totality of creation was brought into being
through Him. He was of such nature that to see Him was to
see God.
He died for all men so that, by the grace of God, every
sinner would have the opportunity to be saved from his sins
(Heb. 2:9). He offers to all sinners salvation from their sins
by the grace of God (Tit. 2:11). Yet, each human being must
believe, love, and obey Him in order to be saved. He is the
author of eternal salvation to all those who obey Him (Heb.
5:8-9; Mat. 7:21-27).
He was/is the Logos (the Word), the essence of truth and
reason (as well as of being the man, Jesus Christ). Thus any
translation of John 1:1 which tends to hide or obscure the
emphasis on truth, mind, and reason cannot be satisfactory.
No man can do justice to the concept of God if he tends
to obliterate the necessary connection between the Godhead
and the truth. It must be recalled that Jesus taught, “I am the
way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh to the Father,
but by me” (John 14:6).
No one can be a great teacher if he does not love, know,
teach, and live by the sacred truth of God. No teacher was
ever better qualified than was Jesus to teach the truth which
is the Bible. Later there will be an entire section on this matter.
JESUS WAS THE MASTER TEACHER
BECAUSE HE NEVER SINNED
It is at least conceivable that a man might both know
and teach the truth even though he neither believed it nor
lived by it. For example, Demas was a fellow-worker with
the apostle Paul. Since this was the case, Demas no doubt
both knew the truth and surely, for a time, at least made a
pretense of believing and living by the truth. But the Bible
Contending for the Faith—January/2022

makes clear that Demas forsook Paul because he “loved the
present world” (2 Tim. 4:10). No one can love both God
and the world at the same time.
SOME THINGS WHICH JESUS DID
There are many things Jesus did with which, because of
the lack of space, I will not be able to deal here. But let us
note just a few of them.
Jesus was tempted in all points like as we, yet without
sin (Heb. 4:15). Not even once did Jesus do what was contradictory of the Father’s will. Jesus went through the experience of suffering (the cross) without sinning and, thus,
became the author of eternal salvation to all those who obey
Him (Heb. 5:8-9; 4:15; et al.).
Jesus loved every person (including every sinner of the
vilest sort) and died for all men (Heb. 2:9). No one can be
a great teacher without truly loving those whom he would
teach.
Because of His deity and infinite love for all men, Jesus
was the incomparable teacher. There is no record that He
ever formally studied pedagogy, yet it is clear that He, being
the Son of God, knew more about teaching than any one who
has ever lived on earth. And, even though His direct earthly
teaching was completed almost two thousand years ago, no
one—not even the most learned “scholars” can ever be compared to Him and His perfect teaching.
JESUS WAS THE MASTER TEACHER BECAUSE
OF HIS ATTITUDE TOWARD HANDLING
THE TRUTH WHICH IS THE BIBLE
1. Jesus was the Master Teacher because He spoke with
incomparable authority (Mat. 28:18-20). Jesus did not try
to give validity to His teaching by referring to (“documenting”) various scholarly religious leaders. Rather, He spoke to
people as “one having authority, and not as their scribes”
(Mat. 7:28-29). When Jesus spoke, He did not speak as
merely some ordinary man—He spoke as the God-man—
the Son of God who has all authority in Heaven and on Earth
(Mat. 7:28-29). Even the officers said of Him, “Never man
spake like this man” (John 7:46).
2. Jesus was the Master Teacher because of His perfect
knowledge of the subject matter which He taught. His basic
subject matter was (1) God, (2) God’s will, (3) the results of
obedience and of disobedience during earthly life, and (4)
the results of both obedience and of disobedience at and after
the final Judgment.
Jesus kept before His listeners the fact that He had perfect knowledge of God the Father, that He had been with
God throughout the eternity which had preceded His birth of
the virgin Mary (Mat. 1:18-25). As to the will of the Father,
Jesus made clear that He never had to “guess”—Jesus knew
perfectly the Father’s will (John 6:38; 4:34; 17:3-4; 19:30).
The Holy Spirit inspired the apostles and prophets to write
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infallibly the New Testament (2 Pet. 1:19-21; 2 Tim. 3:1617). Jesus of Nazareth was actually the Son of God teaching
the truth of God while He was here on Earth.
3. Jesus was the Master Teacher because He had perfect knowledge of the people whom He taught. There is no
record of His ever having studied psychology. Yet, as John’s
record states, “. . . he needed not that any should bear
witness concerning man, for he himself knew what was in
man” (John 2:25). He knew perfectly the thoughts, the longings, the imagined needs, the real needs, the motives, and the
goals of every person.
4. Jesus was the Master Teacher because of the clearness and concreteness of His method(s) of teaching. He
taught in such fashion as to fit perfectly His lesson to the
needs of the person whom He was teaching. He taught new
lessons in terms of old ones—that is, in terms of matters with
which His auditors were already familiar (John 6:64; 13:11;
Mat. 9:4; Mark 2:8; Acts 1:24; Rev. 2:23). This “apperceptive” method involves comprehending a new idea by assimilation with one’s previous knowledge. This method entails
five steps: (a) preparation, (b) comparison, (c) presentation,
(d) generalization, and (c) application. It may be summed
up in this fashion: using something old (already known) to
teach something new (not already known).
To do this sort of “down-to-earth” teaching, Jesus used
various phases of such pursuits as farming, fishing, building,
cooking, buying land (and a number of others) in order to
make clear the various points in His spiritual lessons (cf.:
Luke 8:4-15; Mat. 13:47-50; 13:33; 44-46; Heb. 12:1-2, et
al.). Jesus adapted this method to the status and needs of the
individual person or group which He wished to teach. By
doing so, He established a point of contact with the student
and wisely opened the way for the lesson which He wished
to teach to a particular person who was to be taught.
Also, vital to this method was His use of questions. In
one sense, He was seeking to help people to gain real peace
of mind (Mat. 5:3-12; Phi. 4:6-7), but on other occasions,
He sought to “stir up” (unsettle their “peacefulness” while
living in sin). Although He was (is) the “Prince of Peace,”
He also said of Himself that He came not to bring peace but
a sword (Mat. 10:34; Luke 12:51-53). Jesus came not only
to answer questions (John 8:32) but also to raise them (Mat.
22:45). In one sense, He came to bring peace but in another
He came to bring a sword. Thus, Jesus came to start “a fight”
among men (Luke 12:51). It is clear that Jesus came not to
save men in their problems but to stir them up to find the
true answers to the way out of their problems. Jesus did not
come to save men from problems but from spiritual indolence. He did not come to make life necessarily “easy” but
to help them to see life as capable of being more educative
than the way they had viewed it.
Jesus asked questions of His auditors in order to stir
them to careful, analytical thinking—to see the problem and
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truly think about how the problem could be solved. He used
questions in order to open the way for the lesson(s) which
He wanted men to learn. He was simple and direct in His
method. He often threw His auditors into a dilemma by asking questions which forced them to face squarely the problem at hand (Mat. 21:23-27).
Not only did He Himself ask questions, He also provoked His class to ask questions. By doing this, He provoked
His class to try to get themselves into the heart of the problem which was under discussion. This procedure helped to
lead them to face the truth without their having their feelings too severely wounded. Then, after making His point of
contact, Jesus would skillfully lead the conversation toward
the great spiritual truths which He wanted men to learn and
apply (Mat. 21:23-27; 21:38-32; 22:23-33; 22:41-45).
Jesus used many concrete examples. For example, to
teach the great lesson of trust, He placed a little child in the
midst of some people, saying, in effect, “You be as this little
child.”
He vitalized His lessons by explaining them in such
fashion as to make them fit the lives, needs, and interests of
those whom He sought to influence toward righteousness.
His lucid statements held the interest of people. His carefully
selected repetitions caused His listeners to retain what He
said to them. His illustrations and parables helped them to
understand. Charles H. Roberson, Professor Bible at Abilene
Christian College, in a Bible class which I studied under his
direction, gave a great deal of emphasis to such matters in
giving a word picture of Jesus as a teacher. For this, I am
indebted to him.
5. Jesus was the Master Teacher because of the overall
purpose of His mission into the world. His basic mission was
“to seek and to save the lost” (Luke 19:10; Mat. 1:21; 1
Tim. 1:15). He dealt with both earthly and eternal issues. He
wanted men to come to know God (John 17:3) and to obey
God’s truth (John 8:32).
Thus, it is clear that Jesus was concerned with freeing
men from the clutches and the consequences of wrong motives, beliefs, and habits of living and, then, to show them
the way to reconciliation with God (2 Cor. 5:18-19).
Since man’s sins had separated him from God, it was Jesus’ great aim to prove (cf. 1 The. 5:21) that He was the one
mediator between men and God—that is, to make clear that
He was the one who could provide man the way of spiritual
life (John 14:6).
Jesus is man’s only way back to God. No man can have a
higher aim for his life than that which was the aim of Jesus.
6. Jesus was the Master Teacher because He practiced
perfectly what He preached. The writer of Hebrews says of
Jesus that He was “tempted in all points like as we, yet
without sin” (Heb. 4:15). Jesus not only taught men to obey
God; He Himself also obeyed God. He did so without ever
Contending for the Faith—January/2022

failing even one time (1 Pet. 2:20-21; Heb. 5:8-9). Even His
enemies could find no fault in Him (Luke 23:4, 14; cf. Mat.
27:4).
The great mission of Christ into the world was to become the mediator between God and man (1 Tim. 2:5; Heb.
2:9), to seek and to save the lost (Luke 19:10). In order to do
this, He had to be tempted in all points like as we (men), yet
He never sinned (Heb. 4:15). The only adequate response to
this fact is that of recognizing Him to be the Son of God and
of lovingly obeying Him (John 14:15).
7. Jesus was the Master Teacher because of the scope
of His vision. He gave the awesome marching orders to His
disciples to go preach the gospel to every person in the entire
world (Mat. 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-16; Luke 24:45-49; Acts
1:6-8). It was/is not His intention that even one person—no
matter what his race or nation—should not have the privilege of hearing and obeying the gospel of Christ.
No teacher ever had a broader vision of his audience.
No man ever had as clear an insight into the most crucial
needs of man as did Jesus. Those basic needs are: to know
God, to be strong enough to reject the deceitfulness of sin, to
attain unto fellowship with God, to become a child of God,
to live a truly righteous life, to love all men (including one’s
enemies), to gain peace of mind, and to live day by day in
hope of eternal life (Tit. 1:2; 2:13; 3:7).
8. Jesus was the Master Teacher because no other
teacher could or can match the moral standard which He set
out and upheld. He strongly condemned adultery (Mat. 19:110). But He did not end with condemning the overt act of
adultery, He even went behind the overt act and condemned
the lust which led to the overt act (Mat. 5:28).
Also, He went “behind” the vile crime of murder and
condemned the hatred in the heart which led to the overt act
of murder.
He plainly declared that “whoever divorces his wife,
except for sexual immorality, and marries another, commits adultery” (Mat. 19:9; cf. 5:31-32).
Jesus conditioned all right action upon living with faith
in and fervent love for God and for neighbor (Mark 12:2931). No adequate moral standard could avoid having as a
constituent element Jesus’ instruction to love one’s neighbor
as himself (Mark 12:31; 1 Cor. 13:1-7).
9. Jesus was the Master Teacher because no one else
ever taught a message which had/has as far-reaching effects
for the good of mankind as that taught by Jesus. Wherever
the gospel has been preached, believed, and obeyed, there
has resulted a tremendous benefit to mankind. To understand
and appreciate this fact, one needs only to reflect on the tremendous amount of good which has resulted from Jesus’
teaching in regard to the overall welfare of women (1 Pet.
3:7; Eph. 5:23-32). Many men around the world look upon
women as somewhat beneath men as to how they should be
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treated. Jesus implicitly condemned this attitude.
One has only to consider carefully the overall effects of
Jesus’ teaching on the home, the community, the state, life,
death, responsibility, sin, grace, salvation, the resurrection,
the judgment, eternity, eternal life, eternal punishment, et al.
to understand the point here being made. Being a faithful
Christian (a faithful member of the church for which Jesus
died) involves saying the right words, but it also involves
much more than mere talking. It involves commitment with
all of one’s heart, soul, mind, and strength (Mark 12:30).
Jesus’ teachings help men to understand the foolishness
of striving for the goods of this world in such fashion as to
defeat the gaining of wondrous glories of eternity in Heaven,
that land that is fairer than day (Rev. 22).
10. Jesus was/is the Master Teacher of the ages because
no other teacher ever loved his students as Jesus loved His.
As previously noted, Jesus loved the truth, and He taught
all men to love it (John 8:32). He had the message of the
Father to tell. He came to be about His Father’s business
(Luke 2:49).
But even so, there was also something else which motivated Jesus. (There is a sense in which this matter is really a
part of “his Father’s business.”) This “something else” was
not the gaining of the favor of mere men (He flaunted that!).
It was not for worldly possessions (in one sense, all of the
world was already His; in another sense, “He had no where
to lay His head” Mat. 8:20). It was not for worldly position
(He scorned it!). Such motives may impel ordinary teachers,
but did not impel Jesus. He was impelled by His love for the
lost sinners of this world. He sorrowed when men rejected the truth—He sorrowed for them, not for Himself (Mat.
23:37-39; Luke 23:27-31). He wanted all to be saved (Heb.
2:9), including even those who crucified Him. Because of
that love, even as He hung dying on the cross, He cried out,
“Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do”
(Luke 23:34). He died with a cry of love on His lips!
No other teacher ever gave such an inspiring invitation:
Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me,
for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest
for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light
(Mat. 11:28-30).

This includes the invitation to rest, to salvation from sin and
its sorrows, and, finally, to everlasting life in Heaven with
Him.
11. Jesus was the Master Teacher of the ages because
He spoke with incomparable authority. No man is authoritative in religious matters. Jesus has been given all authority in
Heaven and on Earth (Mat. 28:18-20). The multitudes were
astonished at Jesus, for He taught them as one having authority, and not as their scribes (Mat. 7:28-29). Jesus did not
try to enforce what He taught by referring to the various re7
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ligious leaders among the Jews. Rather He claimed authority
as the Son of God. When Jesus taught, the words He spoke
were not those of a mere man but of the Son of God. He has
all authority in Heaven and on Earth.
12. Jesus was the Master Teacher of the ages because
He was the absolutely perfect logician—He Himself always
drew only such conclusions as were warranted by the evidence, and He demanded that others also draw such conclusions. Some of the instances of such argumentation are
found in the following passages: Matthew 4:11; 21:23-27;
22:15-22; 22:23-33; 22:41-45, and many others.
CONCLUSION
I want to urge one and all to study very, very carefully
the life of Jesus while giving special attention to the argumentative (in a good sense) encounters which Jesus had with
various people among the sects of the Jews. Study these encounters with a view to learning how Jesus dealt with teachers of false doctrine. Note carefully that, as Jesus deals with
Scripture, He demands that men infer what the explicit statements of the Bible imply. I also urge that, after one has done
the foregoing, please do take a very close look at 1 Thessalo8

nians 5:21 with a view toward answering the question, “Just
what does one do when he correctly follows the instructions
to prove all things and to hold fast to that which is good?”
The Bible is comprised of the explicit statements which
make up the Old and New Testaments. In order to understand what the Bible teaches on any given matter, one must
learn the explicit statements of the Bible which are relevant
to the particular problem which is at hand. Having done that,
one must then correctly determine what is implied by those
explicit statements. This means, quite simply, that one must
infer what the explicit statements of the Bible imply. Nothing is authoritatively binding on any man merely because
some man inferred it. Whatever it is that is implied by the
explicit statements of the Bible are bound on men not because any mere man inferred it, but because God implied it!
May each one of us devote his life to learning and living
by the teachings of Jesus, the Master Teacher of the ages!
(https://warrenapologetics.org/articles-jesus-christ/2019/3/14/
jesus-the-master-teacher-of-the-ages)

—Deceased
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